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The origin of Buddha's Birthday dates back to 563 BCE in the kingdom of Kapilavastu in
India, where Queen Maya gave birth to Prince Siddhartha under the tree of no sorrow in
Lumbini Garden, who later became the enlightened Buddha.
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After his birth, the prince pointed one finger to the sky and the other to the ground and
said, " From Heaven Through earth , I'm the one." This meant that he had completed the
practice of the three great Asankhyeya kalpas and was about to achieve enlightenment on
Earth.
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Immediately, two streams of water fell from the sky, bathing the prince, which is known as
the "Nine Dragons Spouting Water" or "Golden Basin Bathing."
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Later, Buddhists annually celebrate Buddha's birthday by performing the bathing Buddha

ceremony, expressing gratitude for Buddha's teachings, cherishing the preciousness of the
Dharma, and valuing the opportunity to practice Buddhism.
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Therefore, it is also called "Bathing Buddha Festival," "Water-Pouring Festival," "Dragon
Flower Assembly," "Avatamsaka Assembly," among others.
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In 1999, the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of China officially designated

"Buddha's Birthday" as a national holiday, set on the eighth day of the fourth lunar month,
with commemorative activities held by various groups.
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In Chinese territories, the "Bathing Buddha Verses" are often recited before or



during the Bathing Buddha ceremony. Buddha said, "All beings have Buddha
nature" and "All beings shall become Buddhas," hence bathing the Buddha
symbolizes cleansing our inner nature through the external act of bathing the
Buddha statue, and reciting the "Bathing Buddha Verses" serves as a reminder of
this.
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As now [ bathe all Buddhas,

May my purity and wisdom adorn the sea of meritorious virtues,

May sentient beings with five defilements renounce their dust and dirt,

And together realize the Tathégata’s pure dharma body.
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As now I bathe all Buddhas,
May my purity and wisdom adorn the sea of meritorious virtues,

May sentient beings with five defilements renounce their dust and dirt,

And together realize the Tathagata’s pure dharma body.
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As now [ bathe all Buddhas,

May my purity and wisdom adorn the sea of meritorious virtues,

May sentient beings with five defilements renounce their dust and dirt,

And together realize the Tathe'lgata’s pure dharma body.



